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There is little sign of a 'dry January' on this Saturday

afternoon as the snow turns tosleet and the wind
whistlgs'down the canyons of Birmingham's streets, The
post-Christmas melancholic miasma seems to pervade
every nook and cranny. Until, that is, the doors of the
Birmingham Arena open and you are enveloped in the
warm, self-deprecatingly camp, glitzy golden glow, cuddly
niceness that is Strictly Come Dancing Live 2018 ..,

Now in its 11" year, the spin-off tour of the popular BBC
talent show that graces primetime TV every autumn was

no doubt first conceived to exploit that ratings winner. But,

without losing its connection to the mothership, Strictly
Come Dancing Live has evolved into a self-sufficient

satellite, able to deliverthe Strictly fix to fans across the
country - with a look and a sound that, although clearly

\-
r |
'‘'»

05/11/2018, 3:02 pm

;E

-‘

Strictly-esque, have a character very much of their

own. Tour director Craig Revel Horwood may inhabit
the captain's cabin, but the man with both hands at the
helm and all things above and below deck is production
manager Andy Gibbs of Phil Mcintyre Entertaiiments.

It might be a little trite to say, but the success of a
repeated touring production can often be measured by
the number of crew who keep returning year-on-year: on
that barometer, Strictly is hard to beat, as Gibbs explains:
“Since the inaugural tour, we have used Sonalyst as our
full production provider and most of the touring crew keep
their diaries clear for the annual January outing.”

The Welsh entertainment equipment supplier provides
everything but the pyro, video and catering. Sonalysts'
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experience in this field makes it an ideal choice: from
arena comedy performers like Bill Bailey and John
Bishop; other TV talent shows that take to the road,
such as Britain’s Got Talent and Dancing on Ice, and - for
something completely different - Monty Python's recent
shows at the 02.

The team working for Sonalyst MD Rory Madden bring

a calm and ordered structure to the stage that Gibbs
clearly values. “The production values have evolved over
the years, but we still keep a tight rein on the technical
budget. That's not to say we don't deliver a spectacular
show - this is a 15-truck tour, with 130 cast and crew with
us, and two rigging systems on the go in order to do a load
in on the morning of a matinee show where the itinerary
demands - no mean feat with 143 points. But we have
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never attempted to completely reproduce what is seen on
the TV show; it would be an impossibility to tour that with
our schedule. We create a set and show that the audience
immediately recognises as ‘Strictly’ which is tweaked
every year. That signature look is core to the show, just as
the set design is."

“The double swept staircases have remained the same
since the beginning and form a set for.the band,”
continues Gibbs. “Downstage of that is where the
judges sit. This is an arena show, where we use the
whole of the standing floor as the dance area, so it isn't
practical to have them ‘as seen on TV'. We carry our
own floor and we are using an extensive raised oval
performance area that gives the floorspace a sense of
depth and scale.”
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rare nine mirrorb

@ L-R: Chris Hirst,
Mike Rothwell and
Richard Jones

LIGHTING

© sonalyst project ¢
manager George
Pakenham

° L-R; Jamie Cowlin [camera man), Richard Ellis [director), Owen Evans
(media servers/playback), Jeroen ‘Myway’ Marain {engineer), Steve | Bar 20s from Gl
Grinceri (crew chief/projectionist), Hamanshu Patel (scores) create indwvidual looks
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& ON TOUR

n, KIT LIST

SOUND

Meyer Sound MICA line array
Meyer Sound 600-HP sub
Meyer Sound Melodie line array
Meyer Sound UPA point source
Meyer Sound UPM point source
Meyer Sound MJF-212 wedges
Shure UHF-R microphones
Countryman headset microphones
Sennheiser G3 IEM

Shure PEHW hard-wired IEM
DiGiCo SD10 mixing console
DiGiCo SD racks

QLab playback system

CSC playback system

LIGHTING

Robe BMFL Blade
Robe BMFL Spot

Robe BMFL Wash XF
Robe Spiider

Robe MMX Spot

Robe MMX WashBeam
Robe 700 Beam in chrome
GLP X4 Bar 20

MA Lighting grandMA 2
iPix satellites

2m mirrorball

80cm mirrorballs
Avolites dimming

RIGGING

Outboard LV12 & LVE motor
controllers

CM Lodestar 2T, 1T, 0.5T
EXE 0.5T category A motors
Solenoid kabuki

COMMUNICATIONS

Clear-Com Partyline
communications system

Tempest wireless radio coms

TAIT basestation for two-way show
channel transmission

VIDEO
Projectors - Panasonic PT DZ21K

LED panels - Martin LC/Kindwin
Spider 30

Media server - Catalyst

Playback - QLab

Desk - BlackMagic Atem 2 M/E
Robe Cams - Panasonic AW-HE120
Records - BlackMagic Hyperdeck
Cameras - Sony HOCU2500

PYRO - INCLUDED...
Gerbs

Crackle mines

Titanium mines

Flitter mines

Waterfall of 20 x 20 gerbs
Wireless flame machines
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